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Abstract 
The study of urban morphology has become an expanding field of research within the architectural 
discipline, providing theories to be used as tools in the understanding and design of urban landscapes 
from the past, the present and into the future. Drawing upon contemporary architectural design 
theory, this investigation reveals what a sectional analysis of an urban landscape can add to the 
existing research methods within this field. This paper conducts an enquiry into the use of the section 
as a tool for urban morphological analysis. Following the methodology of the British school of urban 
morphology, sections through the urban fabric of the case study city of Brisbane are compared. The 
results are categorised to depict changes in scale, components and utilisation throughout various 
timeframes. The key findings illustrate how the section, when read in conjunction with the plan can be 
used to interpret changes to urban form and the relationship that this has to the quality of the urban 
environment in the contemporary city. 
